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Hazara populated areas in Afghanistan in blue 
on the map.
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‘…in 2017 there was a marked 

rise in violence, principally 
carried out by [ISIS-Khorasan*], 
against the Hazara 
community…There were six 
major attacks on Shia mosques 

or Shia communities during the 
first half of the year, all 
attributed to [ISIS-Khorasan]’. -
US Department of State 2017 
Country Report on Afghanistan. 

*ISIS affiliate group based in Afghanistan.
Hazara ‘Enlightenment Movement’ protester.



Illustration of Babur Illustration of Ahmad Shah Durrani,
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Illustration of Imam* Ali

*In the Shia context ‘Imam’ refers to the religious leaders 
that succeeded the Prophet Muhammed.



Rohullah Nikpai was the first Olympic 

medalist for Afghanistan (Beijing 2008), 

and is Hazara. Laila Haidari runs Afghanistan’s 

only drug rehabilitation centre, 

based in Kabul, 

and is also Hazara. 
Zahra Elham won Afghanistan’s popular music 

TV show ‘Afghan Star’ in March 2019, and is 

the programme’s first female winner in the 

shows 14 year history. Elham is Hazara.





Hazara musicians at the annual Dambora Festival
in Bamiyan.Hazara Nawroz* celebration in

Burton-upon-Trent, UK.

*Persian New Year.



Entrance to the mausoleum of Imam Hussain in Karbala.  

‘Buddha’ 

by Hazara artist 

Amin Taasha.

Before and after images 

of one of the Buddha of 

Bamiyan statues, which 

were destroyed by the 

Taliban in 2001 –

Bamiyan, Hazarajat.

Shah Karim Al Hussaini,

Aga Khan IV,

current Ismaili Imam.
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Hazara boys in Bamiyan, Afghanistan.
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